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FOR THE CHARGE 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS:PBOR, UK, GT, BH 

SUBJECT: MILITARY EXERCISES BY GUATEMALA 

1 . CHARGE IS INSTRUCTED TO SEEK AN IMMEDIATE APPOINTMENT 
WITH FOREIGN MINISTER MOLINA TO DISCUSS GUATEMALAN MILI- 
TARY EXERCISES IN THE PETEN. 

2. CHARGE SHOULD EMPHASIZE OUR DESIRE NOT TO HAVE A 
REPEAT OF THE 1972 AND 1975 SITUATIONS, IN WHICH BOTH 
PARTIES MISREAD EACH OTHER S INTENTIONS. 
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3. WE HAVE BEEN IN TOUCH WITH THE BRITISH EMBASSY IN 
WASHINGTON ON THIS MATTER, AND HAVE URGED THE UK NOT TO 
TAKE ACTION WHICH MIGHT CAUSE A QUANTUM JUMP IN THE LEVEL 
OF TENSION BETWEEN THE TWO SIDES. 

4. WE HAVE ALSO BEEN IN TOUCH WITH THE UK TO FOLLOW UP 
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ON SECRETARY VANCE'S CONVERSATIONS WITH MOLINA AT 
GRENADA. WE URGE GUATEMALA NOT TO PREJUDICE CHANCES 
OF A FAVORABLE RESPONSE FROM THE BRITISH BE PRECIPITATE 
MILITARY MENEUVERS. 

5. WE BELIEVE IT WOULD BE MOST USEFUL FOR THE GUATEMALAN 
MANEUVERS TO BE HELD AS FAR AWAY FROM THE BOUNDARY LINE 
AS POSSIBLE, AND FOR THE BRITISH TO BE INFORMED OF THIS. 

A POSSIBLE DEMONSTRATION OF NON-BELLIGERENT INTENTIONS 
MIGHT BE WITHDRAWAL OF ARMORED VEHICLES WHICH ARE RE- 
PORTEDLY AT LA POLVORA. 

6. REITERATE OUR DESIRE FOR A PEACEFUL NEGOTIATED 
SETTLEMENT AND OUR DESIRE TO COUNSEL MODERATION TO BOTH 
SIDES. 

7. FYI: WE UNDERSTAND FROM OUR CONTACTS WITH THE 

UK EMBASSY, WASHINGTON, THAT THE FOREIGN OFFICE NOW HAS 
UNDER CONSIDERATION A PROPOSAL FOR SENDING OF SOME 
AIRCRAFT TO BELIZE, NUMBERS AND TYPE UNKNOWN. UK MILI 
TARY APPARENTLY IN FAVOR OF SENDING PLANES, WHEREAS 
OTHERS ARE URGING MODERATION. WE INFORMED UK EMBASSY WE 
WOULD BE BACK IN TOUCH WITH THEM AS SOON AS WE KNOW 
GUATEMALA'S REACTION TO OUR DEMARCHE. BRITISH SPECIFI 
CALLY REQUESTED THAT GUATEMALANS NOT BE INFORMED OF 
SUBSTANCE OF SECRETARY'S LETTER TO OWEN. CHRISTOPHER 
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